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WINTER BIRDS IN EASTERN ARKANSAS 

DR. L. OTUCY PINDAR 

(Foreword) 

(May I make a short preliminary statement to those who 
may read this paper, and others which, I hope, will follow it?) 

I commenced my ornithological work, study, observation, 
taking- notes, writing and, for a short while, collecting, early 
in 1SS4. 

In October, 1SS9, I entered medical college and my ornitho¬ 
logical activities were restricted. Then, the establishing myself 
in practice and many other things continued to interfere and it 
is only in the past year or so I have been able to resume any¬ 
thing like systematic work. During all the time, however, my 
interest continued unabated and I kept notes with more or less 
regularity and had opportunity to cover quite a scope of conn- 
try, much of it little known ornithologically. I am now totally 
disabled as far as any active work is concerned and I purpose 
(D. v.) devoting my time to the arrangement and dissemina¬ 
tion of the facts I have been able to gather in the past years. 

One tiling I feel should be made clear, in fairness both to the 
reader and myself: in addition to the notebooks in which daily 
entries were made (of course there were lapses and intervals in 
which none were made), I had other books in which were set 
down in more condensed form the principal facts in regard to 
each species or locality, a sort of ledger, so to speak. During my 
service in the M. C. U. S. A. (World War), my wife accompany¬ 
ing me nearly all of the time, our household goods, temporarily 
in storage, were destroyed by lire. My desk and a combination 
desk and bookcase were about the only things saved. In these 
were my “ ledgers,” as I have referred to ihem. The “ day books,” 
to continue the comparison, were lost. The consequence, as to 
my written work, can be readily seen. The basic facts are there 
and I know them to be accurate and positive, as probabilities, 
speculations and doubtful identifications were not entered in 
the books preserved, but the details, minu I me, m mum eases 
the exact dates, etc., are gone, and if this is not known and 
taken into consideration my articles might appear careless and 
ilia curate.) 

This paper is based upon notes taken during two visits to 
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Arkansas, Oct, 23rd-Xov. 10th, 1888, and a few days in January, 
all of February and a short time in March, 1889. 

On my first trip I made headquarters at Helena, Phillips 
County, reaching- there by river from Memphis, Tenn., taking- 
walks and drives over the surrounding territory, which is mostly 
low land except for some hills to the north-west, nearly all the 
above being well wooded, and quite an extensive area of prairie 
land beginning thirty miles west and lying between Helena and 
Pine Bluff. 

On the second visit I was the guest of the Superintendent 
at a sawmill camp several miles from Marked Tree, Poinsett 
County, in the valley of the St. Francis river and not far from 
the “ Sunk Lands/’ a depression believed to have been caused 
by the same earthquake that made Keelfoot Lake in Xorth- 
western Ten nessee. 

The country is low, swampy, full of little lakes, sloughs and 
bayous, heavily timbered with cypress, sweet gum and syca¬ 
more and subject to overflow by the Mississippi river every year 
and often twice a rear. 

On slightly higher grounds, farther back from the river, are 
found white oak, hickorv and thick cane brakes. 

Black bear, deer, wild cat, beaver, otter, mink, muskrat, rac¬ 
coon, opossum, squirrels and rabbits were plentiful, and snakes 
of several varieties, including the “cotton-mouth” moccasin were 
seemingly the most abundant form of life. 

A list of the birds found and identified during these visits 
follows. Where Helena is not specified the notation refers to 
Poinsett Countv: 

t 

1. Holboells Grebe— Cohjmbus liolboellii. 

Rare. 

2. Hoi: nei) Grebe— Colymbus auritus. 

Fairly common. 

3. Eared Grebe— Cohjmbus nigricollis californicus. 

Very rare. 

4. Pied-billed Grebe— Podilym bus podiccps. 

Common. 

5. Loon— Gavia immcr. 

Rare. 

6. Red-tiiroatei> Loon— Gavia slcUala. 

Very rare. Found only in the “ Sunk Lands.” 

7. Herring Gull— Lams argcntatus. 

Common on the Mississippi river at and near Helena. 

8. Ring-billed Gull— Larus delawarcnsis. 
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9. Bonaparte's Gull — Lancs Philadelphia. 

Rare. Only seen at Helena. 

10. Water-Turkey — Anhinga anhinga. 

Rare; becoming more common towards the first of March. 

11. Double-crested Cormorant — Phalacvocorax auritns auritus. 

Fairly common. 

12. White Pelican —Pelccanns erythrorhynchos. 

Rather common. 

13. Red-breasted Merganser — Mcrgus serrator. 

Common. 

14. Hooded Merganser — Lophodytes cncullatus. 

Rare. 

15. Mallard — Anas platyrhynchos. 

Abundant. Common at Helena. 

16. Black Duck — Anas rubripcs. 

Fairly common. 

17. Gadwall — Chaulelasmus streperus. 

Fairly common. 

18. Green-winged Teal — Ncttion carolincnsc. 

Common. 

19. Blue-winged Teal — Querqucdula discors. 

Common. 

20. Pintail — Dafila acuta. 

Common. 

21. Wood Duck — Aix sponsa. 

Common. 

22. Lesser Scaup Duck — Manila affinis. 

Common. Other ducks than the Mallard were also seen at Helena, 
but not at a range that made positive identification possible. 

23. Canada Goose — -Branta canadensis canadensis. 

Common. Same at Helena. 

24. Brant — -Branta bcrnicla glaucogastra. 

Fairly common. A few at Helena. 

25. Whistling Swan — Olor cohimbianus. 

Some twelve or fifteen in the Sunk Lands. 

26. Trumpeter Swan — Olor buccinator. 

Very rare, and only in the Sunk Lands. 

27. Bittern — Botarus lentiginosus. 

Rare. 

28. Least Bittern — Ardctta cxilis. 

Rare. 

29. Great Blue Heron — Ardca hcrodias hcrodias. 

Rather common. Several noted near Helena. 

30. Egret — Hcrodias egretta. 

Fairly common. 

31. Snowy Egret — Egretta candidissima candidissima. 

Rare. Two were seen on the Arkansas side of the Mississippi river, 
about twenty miles below Memphis, Oct. 23rd. 

32. Little Blue Heron — Florida cacrulca. 

Common. 
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33. Green Heron —Butoridcs vircscens vircsccns. 

Common. 

34. Black-crowx'ed Night Heron —Xycticorax uycticorax nacvius. 

Rare. 

35. Whoofixg Craxe — Grus amcricaua. 

Very rare, and only in the Sunk Lands. 

36. Saxdiitll Craxe —Grus mcxicana. 

Rather common latter part of February and first of March. 

37. Virginia Rail — Rallus virginianus. 

Fairly common. 

38. Florida Gallixule— Gallinula galatca. 

Common. 

39. Coot — Fulica amcricana. 

Rare. 

40. Woodcock — PhilolicJa minor. 

Very rare. 

41. Wilson’s Snipe — GaUinago dclicata. 

Rare in Poinsett County except during a few days about the first 
of March. Common around Helena. While I was there one hunter 
brought in a bag of eighteen. 

42. Pectoral Sandpiper — Pisobia maculata. 

Rare. 

43. Least Sandpiper — Pisobia minutUla. 

Fairly common. 

44. Spotted Sandpiper —Aciitis macularia. 

Common. 

45. Killdeer — Oxycchus vocifcrus. 

Fairly common. 

46. Bob-white —Colinus virginianus virginianus. 

Rare in Poinsett County. Abundant around Helena. 

47. Ruffed Grouse — Bonasa umbcllus umbcllus. 

Rare in Phillips County. Said to have formerly been common. Not 
found in Poinsett. 

48. Prairie Chicken —Tympanuchus amcricanus amcricanns. 

Common on the prairie lands between Helena and Pine Bluff. Not 
found elsewhere. 

49. Wild Turkey —Mclcagris gallopavo silvcstris. 

Common. Fairly common in Phillips County. 

50. Passenger Pigeon — Eclopistcs migratorius. 

Common. 

51. Mourning Dove — Zenaichira macroura carolincnsis. 

Rare in Poinsett County. Fairly common in Phillips. 

52. Turkey Vulture —Cathartcs aura scptcntrionalis. 

Common. Same at Helena. 

53. Black Vulture —Catharista urubu. 

Common. Same at Helena. 

54. Marsh Hawk —Circus liudsouius. 

Rare. 

55. Siiarp-s 11 inner Hawk —Accipitcr vclox. 

Rare. 
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56. Red-tailed Hawk —Butco borealis borealis. 

Common. 

57. Red-shouldered Hawk —Butco linccitus. 

Not quite so common as the preceding. 

58. Swainson’s Hawk — Butco swainsoni. 

Still less common than the preceding. 

59. Broad-winged Hawk —Butco jrtatyptcrus. 

Fairly common. 

60. Rough-legged Hawk —Archibutco lagopus sancti-johannis. 

Rare. 

61. Bald Eagle — Haliactus Icucoccplicilus Icucoccphalus. 

Not uncommon in either of the counties visited. A magnificent adult 
male was killed about two miles north of Helena and brought into 
town while I was there. 

62. Pigeon Hawk — Falco columborius columbcirius. 

Rare. 

63. Sparrow Hawk — Falco spcirvcrius sparvcrius. 

Fairly common. Common in Phillips County. 

64. Short-eared Owl —Asio flammcus. 

Rare. 

65. Barred Owl— Strix vciria vciria. 

Common. 

66. Screech Owl —Otus asio asio. 

Common in both counties visited. 

67. Great Horned Owl —Bubo virginianus virginianus. 

Fairly common. 

68. Belted Kingfisher — Ceryle alcyon. 

Rare. 

69. Ivory-billed Woodpecker —Campcphilus principalis. 

A fine male was frequently seen in a low, wet, heavily wooded strip 
about two miles from the camp. This was presumably the same 
bird as it was always seen in the same place, a territory approxi¬ 
mately one-half by one-quarter mile in area. On one occasion a 
female was seen in the same section and they were probably mates, 
although they were not seen together or even on the same day. 

70. Southern Hairy Woodpecker —Dryobates villosus aucluboni. 

Rare. 

71. Downy (?) Woodpecker— Dryobates pubcsccns ?. 

Common. Probably the Southern. They were not differentiated at 
the time these notes were made. 

72. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker— Sphyrapicus varius varius. 

Rather common. 

73. Pileated Woodpecker —Phlocotomus pilcatus pilcatus. 

Common. 

74. Red-iieaded Woodpecker —Mclancrpcs crytlirocephalus. 

Common. Same in Phillips County. 

75. Red-bellied Woodpecker —Cent unis carolinus. 

Common. Same in Phillips County. 

76. Flicker —Colaptcs auratus aurcitus. 

Common. Same in Phillips County. 
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77. Nighthawk — Chordcilcs v ire/ini anus viryhrianus. 

Several seen at Helena tlie latter part of October. Said to be very 
common during the spring and fall. 

78. Blue Jay — Cyanocitta cristata cristata. 

Rare in Poinsett County except in the immediate vicinity of Marked 
Tree. Common in and near Helena. 

79. Crow — Corvus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos. 

Almost rare in Poinsett County. Common in Phillips. 

80. Fish Crow —Corvus ossifrayus. 

Rare, and only found along the St. Francis river. 

81. Red-wixged Blackbird — Ayciaius phwniccus phceniccus. 

Rare in Poinsett. Common in Phillips. 

82. Meadowlark — St urn ell a mayna viayno. 

Same as above. 

83. Bronzed Grackle — Quiscalus guiscula acncus. 

Abundant in both counties. 

84. Purple Finch — Carpodacns purpureas pnrpnrcus. 

Rare in the vicinity of Helena. Not seen elsewhere. 

85. Goldfinch — Astrayalinus tristis tristis. 

Noted only in or near Helena. Common there. 

86. Vesper Sparrow — Pocccctes yramincus yramincus. 

Rare in Poinsett and only near Marked Tree. Common in Helena. 

87. Harris Sparrow — Zonotrichia qucrula. 

Same as above but rather more common. 

88. Wiiite-crowned Sparrow — Zonotrichia leucophrys leucophrys. 

Only noted at Helena and vicinity, and rare there. 

89. White-throated Sparrow — Zonotrichia albicollis. 

Common in Phillips County. Not found in Poinsett. 

90. Tree Sparrow — SpizeUa monticola monticola. 

Rare and only around Helena. 

91. Chipping Sparrow — SpizeUa passcrina passcrina. 

Very rare. Phillips County only. 

92. Field Sparrow — SpizeUa pusiUa pusilla. 

Rare in Poinsett County. Fairly common in Phillips. 

93. Slate-colored Junco — Junco hycmalis hycmaUs. 

Fairly common at Helena after the 5th of November. 

94. Song Sparrow — Mclospiza mclodia mclodia. 

Rare in Poinsett. Common in Phillips. 

95. Lincoln's Sparrow — Mclospiza lincolni lincolni. 

Fairly common in Phillips. Not found in Poinsett. 

96. Swamp Sparrow — Mc'lospiza ycoryiana. 

Rare in Poinsett. Common in Phillips. 

97. Fox Sparrow — Passcrclla iliaca iliaca. 

Same as the preceding. 

98. Towhee — Pipilo crytlirophthalmus crythrophthahnus. 

One seen at Helena Oct. 25th. 

99. Cardinal — Cardinalis cardinalis cardinalis. 

Fairly common in Poinsett. Common in Phillips. 

100. Wiiite-rumped Shrike —Lanins ludovicianus cxcubitoridcs. 

Rare. 
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101. Mockinguird — Mini us polyglotlos polyglottos. 

A few seen near Marked Tree. Common in and near Helena. 

102. Carolina Wren — Thryothorus ludovieianus ludovianus. 
Common, especially in Phillips County. 

103. Bewick’s Wren — Thryomanes bewicki bewicki. 

Rare, in both counties. 

104. Winter Wren — Nannus hiemalis hiemalis. 

Fairly common in both counties. 

105. Brown Creeper — Ccrthia familiaris amcrieana. 

Rather common in both counties. 

106. WiiiTE-rsEEASTED Nuthatch— Sitta earolincnsis carolinensis. 
Common in both counties. 

107. Red-rreaxted Nuthatch — Sitta canadensis. 

Very rare, and only in Poinsett County. 

108. Tufted Titmouse — Baeolophus bicolor. 

Fairly common in Poinsett. Common in Phillips. 

109. Carolina Chickadee — Penthestes carolinensis earolincnsis. 
Common in both counties. 

110. Golden-crowned Kinglet — Kegulus satrapa satrapa. 

Common in both counties. 

111. Hermit Thrush — Hyloeiehla guttata pallasi. 

Rare in both counties. 

112. Rodin — Plancstieus migratorius migratorius. 

Common in both counties. 

113. Bluerird — Sialia sialis sialis. 

Rare in Poinsett. Common in Phillips. 

114. English Sparrow — Passer domcsticus. 

A few at Marked Tree. 

Versailles, Ky., Aug. 14, 1923. 

Introduction re-written and slightly amended, April 30, 1924. 


